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Joint PhD Project Proposal Form
Cohort 10 | 2026 call
Please note this online application portal closes:
For Exeter project leads: Thursday 26 February 2026 (11:59pm GMT)
For UQ project leads: Friday 27 February 2026 (9:59am AEST)
Applicants are strongly advised to review the UQ-Exeter Institute Call for Joint PhD Projects - 2026 Guidelines before submitting this form.
Please write clearly and accessibly. Proposals will be assessed by an interdisciplinary panel and should be understandable to non-specialists.
1. Supervisory Team Details
Each project requires joint principal advisors, with one principal advisor from each institution. Where appropriate, additional supervisors can be nominated, including from industry.
Primary / Lead Supervisor (Home Institution)
The home institution determines where the candidate will be enrolled and where the studentship is administered.
* Full Name:
* Position/Title:
* Institution:
☐The University of Queensland
☐University of Exeter
* School, Institute, or Department:
* Email Address:
Counterpart Primary Supervisor (Partner Institution)
* Full Name:
* Position/Title:
* Institution:
☐The University of Queensland
☐University of Exeter
* School, Institute, or Department:
* Email Address:
Additional Supervisor(s) (If applicable)
Please list as: Name, School/Institute/Department, Institution (include industry or external supervisors where relevant.)

2. External Support and Third-party Engagement
Please provide details of any industry, government, or other third-party involvement in the project, including supervision, placements, data access, in-kind support, or funding (if applicable).
Where relevant, please indicate:
· Nature of the engagement
· Status of support (secured, under discussion, proposed)
· Whether matched funding is anticipated
Matched funding is not required for a project to be considered, but evidence of meaningful engagement may strengthen the proposal.

3. Project Title
Maximum of 70 characters (title can be provisional)


4. Research Theme Alignment
Please select one research theme only. Projects cannot be shortlisted for multiple themes. Please consider which is the strongest, most appropriate fit for your project. Please reach out to the appropriate Theme Leads, if you need assistance.
☐Digital Worlds & Disruptive Technologies 
☐Global Environmental Futures
☐Healthy Living
☐Mineral Security and Sustainability


5. Project Description (500 words maximum)
Describe the proposed PhD project, clearly outlining the research problem, aims, and scholarly significance. Explain the originality, interdisciplinarity, and innovation of the project, and outline the proposed research approach and methods.
In your response, please address where relevant:
· The research problem and its significance
· The research aims, objectives and/or research questions
· The proposed research approach and methods
· The project deliverables and contribution to knowledge
Note: Should your project be successful, this text will be used to advertise the project.


UQ-Exeter Institute Joint PhD Project Submission form


2

6. Joint Supervision and Program Design (500 words maximum)

Describe the proposed joint supervision model and how the PhD will be structured across the UQ-Exeter joint program. In your response, please outline:
· The roles and responsibilities of each supervisor and how the advisory team will work together
· The feasibility of the project within a 3.5-year PhD timeframe, including a brief, high-level year-by-year plan with indicative milestones
· The timing, purpose, and value of the candidate's time at each institution
· The key expertise, facilities, infrastructure, and resources provided by each institution, and how these shape where major elements of the project will be undertaken
· How the joint supervision and program structure add value to the project and to the candidate's doctoral training


7. Impact, Translation, and Strategic Alignment (500 words maximum)

Describe the anticipated impact of the project and its alignment with the UQ-Exeter Institute’s research strengths and institutional priorities. In your response, please consider:
· The potential academic, societal, policy, economic, environmental, educational, or health impacts of the research
· Opportunities for translation, engagement, commercialisation, or intellectual property (where applicable)
· Any industry, government, or third-party engagement that enhances the project’s impact, feasibility, or training environment (where applicable)
· Alignment with the selected UQ-Exeter Institute research theme, broader institutional strategies, United Nations Sustainable Development Goals, etc.
· How the project will support the candidate's career development, training, and wellbeing
· How the research environment will promote inclusivity, diversity, and a positive doctoral experience


8. Project Codes (Required for UQ Enrolment)
Please provide the following details to support candidate enrolment and project administration.
* Primary 4-digit Australian Field of Research (FOR) Code:
* 6-digit Australian Standard Classification of Education (ASCED) code:
For Exeter-homed projects ask the Queensland-based lead supervisor to provide details of the Field of Research (FOR) and Australia Standard Classification of Education codes (ASCED). This is to facilitate enrolment with The University of Queensland and there is no Exeter equivalent.
9. Funding and Cost Management Acknowledgement
For Exeter-homed candidates, the total RTSG allocation will be split over the duration of the time they spend at Exeter. When in Queensland, the UQ supervisor will be expected to provide any necessary research expenditure as reasonably required to support the agreed research and supervision plan for the student. It will be the responsibility of the UQ supervisor to ensure the student's research costs are met while they are at UQ.
For UQ-homed candidates, the principal supervisor will manage the costs of the student's research. When UQ-homed students arrive at Exeter, they will be provided with a cost code for their RTSG with a maximum budget of up to £4,285 for the 12 months they are due to spend at Exeter. The students will be able to use this code directly to cover the costs of their research expenditure. Exeter supervisors will be responsible for monitoring and approving these costs.
Please note that no additional funding beyond that outlined in the Call for Projects Guidelines will be provided.
☐Yes, I confirm that supervisors at both institutions have discussed and agreed on how project costs will be managed within the approved funding framework.
☐ No, supervisors at both institutions have NOT yet discussed and agreed on how project costs will be managed within the approved funding framework.
10. Declaration and Submission
By submitting this proposal, we confirm that:
· The project has been jointly developed by supervisors at both institutions
· We have read and will comply with the UQ-Exeter Institute Call for Projects Guidelines
· The information provided is accurate and complete
· The home institution supervisor accepts responsibility for submission and funding compliance
* Full name of person submitting the project proposal
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